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More Kindergartens in Washington
BY CLARA MEISNER

State Normal School, Ellensburg.
A western state, California, has
the distinction of leading the states
of the Union in percentage of children in public school kindergartens.
What California has done in such
marked degree has also been done
in son'ie degree in many other states.
Kew York, New Jersey, Texas, Kansas, Ohio, North Dakota and many
more states in all sections of the
country have been increasing their
kindergarten facilities. In the last
few years many states have revised
their laws affecting the opening and
support of kindergartens so that
kindergartens may be more easily
established. A num.ber of states
have enacted the California "mandatory on petitions'' law.
It is to be regretted that the state
oi Washington is not abreast with
California and other progressive
states in number of public kindergartens. About 10 other progressive
comn;mnities have provided public
kindergartens.
In many other communities the
state over, parents of young children
are requesting that public kindergartens be opened. Occasionally when
such requests for kindergartens are
made, the question is asked, Why
open kindergartens in a small town
which has plenty of play space? The
reason for opening a kindergarten in
the heart of New York City, in Seattle, Everett, Sumner or Dupont is
the same, namely, that the kindergarten is an educational institution,
not a mere caretaking place or nursery.
Owen, the Scotch philanthropist,
once said, "Man is not responsible
for his character, because his character is formed before he becomes
responsible."
In that fact
lies
the raison d'etre for the kindergarten, namely, to create an environment where the child may develop
to his best physically, mentally and
socially while he is still in the early
plastic stage.

Froebe! himself said of the kindergarten age: "You can do now with
a touch as light as a feather, what
you cannot do later with the pressure of a hundred weight." And he
was right. The child is young, very
suggestible and easily influenced.
That is the time to start desirable
habits; for, as has well been said,
actioJ1s oft repeated become habit
and habit of action becomes conduct
and character.
Furthermore, the cliild of kindergarten age has many needs which
the home alone cannot easily fulfil.
He is very active, physically and
mentally, he craves the companionship of equals, his great thirst for
knowledge finds expression in his
untiring questions and in continuous
experimentation with the material
things of his environment, he loves
stories, songs and rhythm and he
craves construction. All these interests rightly nurtured are food for his
growing personality. If starved, or
wrongly directed because of wrong
social or physical environment the
child (and society, too,) is the loser.
\Vithout doubt the roots of many of
the troublesome traits and attitudes
of school and later life lie in the preschool period. As before stated, the
home alone cannot meet all the demands of the growing child. Mothers
are too busy. Even if they had the
leisure, they do not know how to direct the activities of their children to
the best advantage nor is the environrn·ent suited in materials., space,
etc., to free expression of child interests.
So the kindergarten fills a real
need by taking the children for two
or three hours a day and letting them
play and work in an environment
suited to their interests and under
the guidance of a trained leader,
there to learn fair play, little child
courtesies, to become familiar with
good stories, child verse and beautiful songs, to be encouraged in self-

expression with all sorts of material5' to go on excursions into fields
and town where interesting things
may be seen and learned.
That a year or two of kindergarten is valuable is attested by the
strong inclorsement of superintendents, supervisors and primary teachers the country over. Occasionally
one may find a superintendent who
does not favor the kindergarten
This is usually due to one of two
causes. He may not be familiar with
good kindergarten work. N eeclless
to say there are some poor kindergartens, as well as grade or high
school teachers. In neither case however, should the individual's unfortunate lack of skill condemn the
school procedure which they are trying to do. Sometimes the seeming
lack of approval is clue to failure to
understand the needs of young children because the superintendent's
training and experience have all been
with older children. He has come
to his superintendency by way of the
university, high school teaching and
a high school principalship. Consequently he understands the needs of
older children best. As a result, a
community may have a very fine
high school but inadequate provision for the elementary grades and
no provision at all for the kindergarten. This can scarcely be considered wise in a democracy when 100
per cent of the community's children
can go to kindergarten, but probably
only 25 per cent ever reach the high
school and a far smaller proportion
complete it.
How closely the establishment of
public kindergartens is often tied up
with the superintendent's recognition of their value is shown hy the
work of Dr. Spaulding, now dean of
Education at Yale, when he was in
Minneapolis. The city had acquired
23 kindergartens in the course of a
number of years. Dr. Spaulding realized the need of kindergartens m
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the public schools and in 3 years
he opened 36 additional kindergartens.
Occasionally a community may
think it cannot afford a kindergarten.
Yet that same community may be
spending a large sum annually for
repeaters in the first and second
grades. Much of this repetition is
caused by the immaturity of the children and the sum expended for repeaters could have been spent to far
better advantage for kindergarten
work so avoiding the unfortunate experience of repetition at the very beginning of the children's school career.
The beneficial effect of kindergarten work· in reducing retardation
was demonstrated in Buffalo some
years ago. A large number of first
graders were failing in their work
in a few schools in which there were
no kindergartens. \Vhen kindergartens were opened in those districts,
the retardation was greatly reduced.
Needless to say the value of kindergartens for foreign children can
scarcely be overestimated, not only
as a help in learning American
speech but as an aid in Americanization; for thru the child, the kin<lergartner has an open sesame 111to the home and heart of the foreign mother.
Frequently school boards are under the misconception that the cost
of equipping and maintaining a kindergarten is very great. The fact is
that a good equipment for 25 children can be gotten for $250.00. This
estimate is made on the supposition
that the work-tables will be made
locally rather than bought.
The
amount stated would buy tables,
chairs, sand-table, large blocks and
a good modern equipment except the
piano. As is seen from this, the cost
of equipping a kindergarten is no
greater, possibly somewhat less,
than that of a formal primary room
with seats and desks, but without a
piano. ::--J owadays, of course, a large
number of primary rooms have a
piano also.
The maintenance of the kindergarten varies according to local custom.
An investigation made by the writer
a few years ago showed that the an-

nual replacement varied greatly in
different cities, in some a dollar per
child was allowed, in others seventyfive cents. The smallest amount was
forty cents per child. In some cities no stated allotment is made, but
"all that is needed" is provided.
Frequently the expense of equipping and maintaining a kindergarten
is made needlessly high by the purchase of many obsolete materials.
Since kindergarten procedure has
changed so radically during the last
few years, the materials have also
changed. Yet some of our state kindargartens ( and even some of the
new ones) are equipped with i.>bsolete materials such as sewing cards.
weaving mats, small blocks, etc., instead of floor "blocks, saws and hammers, large balls, toys, etc.
Our state law is favorable to the
opening of kindergartens. It permits
children of four to go to kindergarten, but allows the district a half
day's attendance for children of five
and over who attend a half day's
session in kindergarten. Consequently, the attendance of twenty-five
children for a morning session and
another group of twenty-five for the
afternoon session will give the district a full day's attendance for 25
pupils. This would go a long way
toward paying the kinclergartner's
salary, which is usually the same as
a primary teacher's. Thus the outlay
to the district is not large but the
profits on the i1westment in right
child welfare are considerable.
The primary grades today are permeated with the spirit and method
of the kindergarten. The opportunities for activity, the emphasis on initiative and on creative work, the social atmosphere, the introduction of
stories, ·songs, games, and drain'atizations all owe their origin to kindergarten theory and practice. That
the kindergarten has broadened out
primary work is, of course, no reason
for supposing that children can get
the benefits of kindergarten training
in the primary. The kindergarten is
to nonrish the child during the preschool period according to the needs
of those important years and no later
training can compensate for· lack of
right training during that time. Each

age has its own development to
achieve and this in turn conditions
the growth of the next period. As
Dewey so well puts it: "Enrichment of the present for its own sake
is the just heritage of childhood and
the best insurer of future growth.''
That Dr. Dewey is a believer in kindergartens may be known from the
fact that he was hono!"ary president
of the National Kindergarten Association for a number of years. The
chief aim of the latter association
was to promote the establishment of ·
more public kindergartens.
One might make an imposing list
of other great persons in education
who are warm advocates of public
kindergartens for all children. Suffice it to say, though, that the kindergarten has long ago amply demonstrated its value. Today the need
especially in our state is for parents
and school boards to join hands an<l
provide kindergartens for children
so that they may have the best possible start in life in justice to themselves and to the society in which
they are to live and serve.
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strate her work. and help the teacher to understand what she has seen
demonstrated. In some places superYisors are called "helping teachers,"
and I'm sure if we could really feel
them to be that, it would bring
about such a fine spirit of cooperation that the work would be a
p!tasure to both. Every teacher
worthy of the name is glad to work
with real leaders. They will work
more effectively and efficiently if
their natural tendencies are allowed
greater freedom than is generally
accorded them.

"The community

must

give

the

teacher more than a fair salary, more
than a roof ancl meals. It must gin
the teacher a real place in its life. It
must make the teacher welcome."il,farjorir Shuler ili the Rc1 1iew of Re-.

